
The CREAK of a door opening. A bell RINGS. Ring a ling.  

 

THOMAS (8) and EMMA (9) run inside. 

 

THOMAS 

Look, fish hooks! 

 

EMMA  

A waffle iron! Mom, can we get it!? 

 

A sigh. More footsteps, this time from MA (20s). 

 

MA 

Thomas, put that fish hook down. Who is 

watching your siblings?  

 

EMMA 

James is in the prairie schooner watchin’ 

everyone. Can I get a beaver hat? Look, 

I’m fancy.  

 

A friendly chuckle from the SHOP KEEP (40s).  

 

SHOP KEEP 

Welcome to Henry Shaw’s shop. Finest metal 

goods around, imported right from 

Sheffield, England. You folks new to St. 

Louis?  

 

MA 

We’re heading for the Rocky Mountains. 

 

SHOP KEEP 

Well welcome to town, then. Time was we 

were nothing but a fur and lead trading 

town with wooden houses and some mansions. 

But that fur trade is dying off, who knows 

what’s coming next. But I think 1839 is 

our year! We have a theatre, and the 

circus visits!  

 

THOMAS 

Our Pa wants a new axe, so we came here. 

 



MA  

My husband’s surveying maps in the land 

office just across the way.  

 

SHOP KEEP 

Thank goodness for that Land Act of 1820; 

what is it now, $1.25 for an acre of land?  

 

MA 

Yes sir. We’ll head out tomorrow for 

Independence, Missouri. We’ll take the 

Santa Fe trail all the way to the East 

Rocky Mountains. The dream is to own our 

own farm and lots of land. We figure 

unlimited opportunity is waitin’, we 

better go get it.  

 

EMMA 

Pa said were settling in unorganized 

territory!  

 

THOMAS 

Where the laws are unwritten so we get to 

write our own!  

 

EMMA 

I hope we catch a stray horse. I heard the 

first person to catch a stray horse gets 

to keep it!  

 

THOMAS 

I heard a man who steals a horse gets shot 

dead! And it’s legal!  

 

MA 

Kids, why don’t you go play outside? 

(beat) Sorry. 

 

SHOP KEEP 

Smart kids. You’ll need ‘em to survive out 

west. 

 

MA 

But first we need a house!  


